Damages and
Ecological Issues
Flathead Lake
Summer - 2022 and
2073

Introduction

The summers of 2022 and 2023 saw
economical, physical, and possibly
ecological damage caused by
mismanagement of the levels of Flathead
Lake during the summer months. The “Save
Flathead Lake” organization asked those
affected to document their damages, and
many responded. This short document will
provide you but a few of the responses

collected as a result of those efforts.

“Save Flathead Lake” has the names and

addresses of all the people reporting this

information but is keeping that information
private for now. If it becomes necessary,
these people can be approached to see if

they would be willing to go public.

Note that these testimonials are
accompanied by pictures. There are no
pictures for the irrigator who stepped
forward, however he states he has

documented his damages with photos.

In the statements below, all underlining and

emphasis are mine.

“The summers of 2022 and 2023 saw a fair
amount of economical, physical, and
possibly ecological damage caused by the
mismanagement of the levels of Flathead
Lake during the summer months.”

Testimonials

Floating Docks are

Useless

“Here are a couple pictures of the lake level
in our harbor at Mayport Harbor. I had to
take my boat out around mid July. In one of
the pictures it shows my floating dock for
my wave runners. It's sitting about 4' off the
bottom of the harbor—totally useless.

Floating docks will not work in this harbor.




Our association met this week to talk about
the problem and what might have to occur if
this becomes the new norm. It would cost
us a lot of money to have the whole canal
dredged. We are working on getting some
type of a cost estimate on what that would
cost. Also the water got so low that my

irrigation pump burned up and I had to put

in a new pump that cost me a couple

thousand dollars. 1 paid a very handsome
price for my land only because it had
navigable water frontage and I'm paying
high property taxes for that feature that [
have not been able to use this past summer.

Who is going to reimburse us for the loss of

enjoyment of our property, and potential loss

of value which could be in the hundreds of

thousands of dollars?”

“I paid a very handsome price for my land only
because it had navigable water frontage and I'm
paying high property taxes for that feature that 1
have not been able to use this past summer.”

“The water level was so low that
abundant algae grew, grass grew, water
became very stagnant—almost
impassable.”

Grass and Algae

Encroachment

“We live in a very shallow bay with Lake
Frontage. Pictures will demonstrate all the
grass that grew this year in the shallowest
back of the bay. The water level was so low
that abundant algae grew, grass grew, water
became very stagnant—almost impassable.

We always had a little grass toward the back




of the bay by the end of summer, but this

year it was obviously prolific.”
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Note the abundance of algae along the left side
of the picture.

Damages from 2022's Flooding

“The attached pictures show the flooding of
2022, not at peak, but show why we lost a
whole season of water recreation due to

mosquito infestation. Unfortunately, no

pictures of dike construction should the dam

management fail us again.”




An Irrigator’s

Testimonial

“We would like to join forces with saving
Flathead Lake and abolishing the
compact... The water compact and
mismanagement of CSKT water not only
affects the lake but also affects the Farmers
and the Ranchers and landowners of Lake
County....We have been trying to get
irrigation water that we pay for on our
property taxes for years...They no longer
keep water quotas and have received money
from the government to maintain ditches and
irrigation and have not fulfilled their
duties...Our property is dried and burnt up
from not being able to irrigate our
property...Two or 3 years ago after the

irrigation water was turned off, the tribe

“..we lost a whole season of water
recreation due to mosquito infestation.”

dumped a bunch of water in a ditch and told

no one...the water came down overflowed

ran down and washed out an 18 foot gorge
on our property...we had them come out and
view the damage and were told they would
come out and fix or try to find a solution to
fix the problem, but haven't heard from them

since...We have documented all of this and

have photos of all the damage to our

property...would like to hear from you and
see if we could join forces with the Lake
issue to prove why this compact should not
go through and how the tribe has

mismanaged water.”

Conclusion

These are but a few of the documented
problems caused by the lake flooding one
summer and then being 30 inches low the
next (2023). The damages are not just to
those who recreate, but the algae growth and
increased water temperatures could ruin the
beauty of this pristine mountain lake—the
largest body of freshwater west of the

Mississippi. The lake level is primarily




controlled by Energy Keepers at the
Southern end of Flathead Lake. Failure to
effectively manage the flow levels through
Kerr Dam is a serious and damaging
problem for those around the lake, for the
economies of the region, and to the ecology

of the entire area.



