f“’

' v ’
: -
- -
L -
LS SN TS e PR - i o S5
- 2
v
.‘\ il
" A
— -

g —————

o
4

| S —— A p——

i

g=-\Will the Snake River Dams- 7

- Be Breached? kg

-
e
- S8
™
oy
o -
- >
L —
e —
- -



Disclaimer:
Nothing | say today should be construed as in
any way representative of opinions or policies
of the Montana Public Service Commission
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WASHINGTON'’S
LOWER SNAKE RIVER DAMS

Will they be breached? g

To those who think that would never
happen, study the process that led to the
Klamath Dam breach completed Jan. 2024




TROUT MAGAZINE CONSERVATION GET INVOLVED MEME

First of the Klamath dams comes down B8

Sam Davidson
4 ju/ 13, 2023




Memorandum of Understanding -

Related to Columbia Basin Restoratlon Inltlatlve |
BESRN——— 2Tg

sighed 12/14/23 by

Oregon and Washington Governors = =

five federal agencies S

four tribes

L. (\

Un-invited: Montana Idaho and SiX other trlbes
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92 pages mcludlng tables, attachments,

and appendices ...
A proposal to the Biden Administration
from the “Six Sovereigns”



Memorandum of Understanding |
Signed 12/14/23
s — - -
19 pages in response to CBRI proposal signed by
4 tribal leaders
Oregon and Washington state representatives

9 conservation group representatives
5 Federal representatives




CBRI OBJECTIVES

of PROPOSAL by the Six Soverelgns
NS S
“Objective 1: “Develop and advance an urgent, comprehensive W
strategy to (a) restore salmon and steelhead to “healthy and
abundant levels” consistent with NOAA’s Columbia Basin
Partnership Task Force (CBP) and Rebuilding reports; and (b)
complete the actions and investments necessary to secure

continuity of services associated with Lower Snake River (LSR)
restoration prior to LSR dam breaching.”
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“Objective 2: Ensure that all native species, regardless of listing
status, are considered in the comprehensive strategy in a way

that improves ecosystem function in the Columbia River and its
tributaries”
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“Objective 3: Ensure interim fish measures are adequate
to minimize addltlonal generatlonal decline of fish populatlons
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- CBRI OBJECTIVES ”;
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“Objective 4: Invest in and support communities and
economic sectors (e.g., energy, transportation, agriculture,
and recreation) in a manner that is consistent with meeting
decarbonization goals and mandates and integration of
renewables, delivers “affordable and clean power”, improves
resiliency and adaptability to climate change and supports
“the many resilience needs of stakeholders across the region”
and “[honors] commitments to Tribal Nations”.
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'CBRI OBJECTIVES

Y. G
“Objective 5: Secure necessary regulatory compliance,
authorizations, and appropriations for implementation of the
strategy with an urgency reflecting the needs of the fish.”
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“Objective 6: Ensure that the strategy and associated federal actions
“honor Federal commitments to Tribal Nations” and address past and
ongoing inequities related to Columbia Basin development to reflect
and uphold federal Treaty and trust responsibilities to
Columbia Basin tribes.”



APPENDIX A

DOE PROGRAM PROPOSAL:
ADVANCING TRIBAL ENERGY SOVEREIGNTY
in the PACIFIC NORTHWEST
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APPENDIX A Examples of FUNDING AVAILABLE
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Efficient Electric Appllance Rebates $225 mI||IOI1 Pt
TR SRS R rSa N
Energy Improvement in Rural and Remote Areas $1 billion &%
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$20 billion DOE Tribal Energy Loan Guarantee Program

N T .
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Memorandum of Understanding |
Slgned 12/14/23

Bonnewlle Power Admmlstratlon
was one of the Federal Signees
A representative of BPA pointed out that the
MOU is not |dent|cal to the CBRI
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MOU THEREFORE #2

3 v ‘ P
“2. USG Commltments in Support of the” CBRI =

[ 3o L

(1) the outcome of the environmental compliance and
2.1...The Parties recognize that the USG Commitments and
actions identified in this MOU could change depending on
associated Federal agency decision-making processes or
(2) congressional action to authorize and fund the

breach of the four lower Snake River dams
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. Latill ) 1

Commissioner Round Table Discussion

Focus of discussion was what |
BPA Chief Executive Officer John Hairston proclaimed ”“

“the Fish Agreement”
AKA Columbia Basin Salmon Agreement

AKA Secret Agreement to Breach Snake Rlver Dams
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fSle-  inresponse to CBRI Proposal St




OBIJECTIONS by PSC-PUC Commlssmners
to CBRI were of two categorles

1 The |IlegaI|ty, |mmoraI|ty and lack of ethics
of not involving the other eight sovereigns

=

_l --Multiple lawsuits will or have been filed




The 08/4/2022 Joint Motion
e Related to CBRI

'\szf.‘:\ T P, o - S
i ~- * The federal government commltted to
developlng strategles through mcluswe

Then Ieft out multlple trlbes

ﬁ and the states of Montana and Idaho o
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e
A Category #2
of OBJECTIONS by commlssmners to CBRI
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MULTIPLE 1855 TREATIES U.S. and TRIBES

-

\\‘ ' ki
. \\\4“‘% . - ‘P' .~ e
. .-c . - ST ’ ;=L
,:’fﬁl < b A= - Ao
" A' . N L: =
LA"NGU 'GE S||V||LA T |CAL
‘w ... J‘ . > . - 4 — ;
e f****~ I e TE SRRy
- =7 ﬁ,«:t:,ﬁr.;: IR e
_ "‘~: = NLIGER s - 3
- U m.’;:-y,:':i:’-sﬁ’ ™

-
- g
- e . —
}.J:' : t-‘f’* - el - 4
I S A -

\ thefourtnbest< atss

",

U‘Eo
=
3\8}

@
o0
22

- b }" . % )r-
- — o , - - s
. ot . ﬁ. - = g e -
- - o — P >
-~ o b"‘”/ v > -,‘ I E-’ “ -
- - 9 - ——— e B p— |~



IBES

“' —~
\bb Lo

MULTIPLE 1855 TREATIES U.S. and TR
= =~ | :;.,__ % \_w‘% - - i

: ABSENCE of DELINEATION or CLEAR
DEFINITION of WATER RIGHTS
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Highly Questionable
Premise #2
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Megawatts from Hydropower can be
replaced by solar and wind




C I e a n G r e e n Hydroelectricity generation by state in 2022
/ )

renewable
HYDROELECTRIC

POWER

1-1,000 1,000 - 5,000 5,000-10,000 [ 10,000-30,000 [ >30,000

Data source: U.S. Energy Information Administration, Electric Power Monthly, Table 1.10.B, February 2023, preliminary data
. ) P J r J
€l1a’ Note: Includes utility-scale conventional hydropower plants with a least 1 megawatt of generation capacity




City Sunny Partly Sunny Total Days

Renewable Power With Sun

Billings 112 201

in the Pacific Northwest: - g TR

B Great Falls 106 185

Helena 104 186

IS NOT SOLAR

Kalispell 81 151

; Generation by State ao

Wlnd Electr1c1ty

FEDNEDN ECE . ""‘""‘"‘"‘“‘“"“

harns ard >-.* --A—-d

Hydroelectric is > 75%
of Renewable Energy

Missoula 158 : :
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California’s Portfolio
For
Energy Generation

And
Energy Importation

CALIFORNIA
ENERGY COMMISSION

“owmt PROCLIDINGS «

Coal

Natural Gas

Nuclear

Large Hydro

Total Thermal and
Non-Renewables

Solar

Wind

Total Renewables

303

97,431

16,477

12,036

126,666

33,260

15173

67,461

BULLS AND BLOGVLATIONS

0.2%

2%

8.5%

6.2%

65.2%

17.1%

7.8%

J4.8%

PROGRAMS AND TOMCS

151

45

524

12,042

1,017

2220

92.976

11,555

7,788

7,880

8,756

1,578

36,748

59719

6,405

.07

TUNDING ~

Leading the state to a 100%
clean energy future for all

7,969

7,925

9,281

13,620

57,764

6,199

16,331

5872

DATA AND REPORTS

9.5%

92.5%

1.1%

163%

69.1%

7.4%

19.6%

30.9%

Total
California

Energy Mix

(GWh)

8,272

105,356

25,758

25,656

184,411

39458

31,555

93,333

SHOWCASE «

Total
California
Power Mix

3.0%

31.9%

9.3%

92.2%

66.4%

14.2%

11.4%

33.6%
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California In- Percent of Total

State California In California Total

Generation State Energy Mix California

(GWh) Generation (GWh) Power Mix
o e g R TTERE SRR o R T TSR o T
Natural G 0.2 45 7880 - 7925 - 9.5% 105,356 37,98
Neclear. ... .. ... . 16417 . . . 8% ... .54 . 875 .. 9281 - . 1L0% 25758 . 9.3%
Lirge Hy 2 6.2% 12,042 1,578 136200  163% . 25656 9.2%
Toral Thermal and 126,666 65.2% 21,017 36,748 57,764 69.1% 184,431 66.4%
Non-Renewables | 2
Solar 33,260 17.1% 220 5,979 6,199 7.4% 39,458 14.2%
:m ............. ‘s’.l.73 ........ 7.8% .......... 9.976 ....... 6;‘05 ....... ‘6..”.‘ ..... ‘9 6%. . ‘e n ;3.'.'533 . ;l.l..‘%. .
Total Renewables 67,461 34.8% 11,555 14,17 25,872 30.9% 9331 33.6%




California In- Percent of Toral

State California In- Northwest Southwest Total Percent California Total
Generation State Imports Imports Iimports of Energy Mix California
(GwWh) Generation (Gwh) (GWh) (Gwh) Iimports (GwWh) Power Mix

Total " hermaland . : 121,473 45.77%
Unspecified :

Geothermal . 11,110 . . . ] 13,412
Small Hydro . 3,005 : . . 3,230

19.92% :

6.86% - ' 10.83%

52.22%: 54.23%

Total Energy : 203,257 287,220




40 + years of using
solar and wind
power in
California

SOLAR & WIND

PROVIDE < 1/3 of
California electricity

40 + years of
SS subsidies for
solar and wind

projects

 NATURAL GAS,
a HYDROCARBON

is California’s #1
electricity source




U.S. SUNNIEST STATES
= R

SOLAR AND WIND provide
less than 28% of electricity
in sunny, windy California

& .- ; Generation by State ao

And it is thought solar and wind\‘"\ Wlnd Electr1c1ty

can replace hydropower v o Y
Megawatt for Megawatt
in the Pacific Northwest ?
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nghly Questionable Premise #3
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IMPACT of these dams
on FISH HABITAT
1S a LEGITIMATE
USE of hundreds of
MILLIONS MORE



By 2008, BPA
put in S900
million into
fish habitat

restoration
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/ Lower Monumental I

SURFACE PASSAGE INST. 2008 U.S. Army Corps

- of Engineers.,
98.7% Lower Granite -
> 0 SURFACE PASSAGE
INSTALLED 2001

f\
The Dalles y - R
SPILL WALL Ice Harbor y,
INSTALLED 2008 SURFACE PASSAGE - )
o INSTALLED 2005 Little Goose
96 A SURFACE PASSAGE
. INSTALLED 2009 (2
0
-~ 2 98.2%
McNary
Bonneville SURFACE PASSAGE
CORNER COLLECTOR INSTALLED 2007
INSTALLED 2004 John Day 96 10/ SURVIVAL DATA
95 7% SURFACE PASSAGE « 4 /0 FOR YEARLING
. INSTALLED 2008 SPRING CHINOOK,

96.7% NOV 2012

Dams are meeting performance standards of 96 percent average
survival for spring and 93 percent for summer migrating fish. 14

BPA Integrated Program Review, Fish and Wildlife, July 2018, page 14



Delving into the dams '

Federal legislative tour shows staffers how
critical lower Snake River dams are to the region

October 2023 issue of Wheat Life

“Lower Granite Dam’s retrofitted fish passage
| technology...and... counting fish returns...

&

. Lower Granite Dam has hit 98% fish passage.”
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“Objective 3:
Ensure interim fish measures are
adequate to minimize additional



- Oregon State Unlver5|ty
Study 7/2023

Nine billion spent for improving fish habitat

Conclusion: While hatchery-reared salmon
numbers have increased, no increase
in wild, naturally spawning salmon



~ CBRI OBJECTIVES .,

“Objective 2:
Ensure that all native species, regardless of listing
status, are considered in the comprehensive

strategy in a way that improves ecosystem
function in the Columbia River and its tributaries’

4




COLUMBIA BASIN RESTORATION INITIATIVE

HUNDREDS Of THOUSANDS of CITIZENS
at RISK for LOSING POWER IRRIGATION and NAVIGATION

OPENING the DOOR for MORE LAWSUITS
= < =






Klamath Dams Down: Will Ranches Survive?

Dam removal proponents claimed the project would help salmon, but steelhead trout are

dead, and salmon spawning beds were destroyed
By California Globe, February 23, 2024 2:55 am

“Ironically, dam removal proponents claimed the pl’OjECl' Wou/d he/p salmon,

but now the Klamath River is being polluted with millions of cubic yards of
decomposed algae, organic deposition, chemicals, and fine silt that has built
up behind the dams. Dead steelhead trout and other species are floating to
the banks. Any salmon spawning beds in the Klamath River were
undoubtedly destroyed. At press time, conditions in the Klamath River were
not likely survivable for the salmon juveniles that were beginning to emerge
From the tributary rivers and creeks on their way to the ocean.”






COLUMBIA BASIN RESTORATION INITIATIVE
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WHY are federal agencies and
two state governments using
your tax dollars to place you and
hundreds of thousands of your
neighbors at risk?
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VWIASHINGTON'S LOWER SNAKE RIVER DAMS
in the news LATELY
POSSIBLE CLOSURE for the sake of rish
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Bonneville Power Administration
PUC-PSC Annual Meeting

ew--Portland, Oregon January 11, 2024 _, ?
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“Lower Granite Dam’s retrofitted fish
passage technology...and... counting
fish returns...It’s no wonder Lower

Granite Dam has hit 98% fish
passage.”



Delving into the dams ‘

Federal legislative tour shows staffers how
critical lower Snake River dams are to the region

October 2023 issue of Wheat Life
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Lower Snake River Dam System Educational Tour
August 23, 2023



